Norwegian and Swedish preceptors' views of their role before and after taking part in a group supervision program.
The research literature has shown the expectations towards preceptors and their need of support in their role. Group supervision has been used for many years to promote nurses in their professional role, but no study has been found on how group supervision can support them as preceptors. This study aimed to explore how group supervision could influence the preceptors' views of their role and how they valued this participation. Forty-eight preceptors, who took part in a 1 year group supervision program conducted by nurse lecturers, filled in open-ended questionnaires before the first and after the last session. The data were analyzed by means of qualitative content analysis. The findings showed changes in the participants' views of the preceptor role, indicating that this group supervision model had a positive influence on the preceptors' pedagogical and professional thinking and supported their attainment of good preceptorship. Further research is needed in using group supervision as a tool to support preceptors.